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Frompage 6

Qiao Yuhui, an associate
professor of ag'r'\culmral
ecology at China. Agricultur-
al University, says it will
take time for the country’s
organic industry to mature,
despite the great progress
made in production tech-
niques in recent years.

«The industry still lacks
customer recognition.
Organic products are too
expensive in China) she
says, adding that only about
one-third of organic Pro-
duce sold in the country
each year is labeled as such.

“Many Organic products
dom't sell because of the

them.

According to Qjao, tight-
ened supervision of the sec-
tor and rising public
awareness of organic food
mean it’s easy to see the sec-
tor developing, but more

pen.
China will make more
efforts to upgrade its agri-

culture by means such as By OF 3 . T
g company that supplies organic foods, has employed technicians to provide technica

R o ]
armers to help thern grow inan

|
developing green and envi- Organic and Beyond, @ Beijin:
ronmentally friendly farm- organic way- pROVIDED BY ORGANIC AND BEYOND TO CHINA DAILY
ing, Han Changfu,
minister of agriculture in
China, told a news confer-
ence during the annual
session of the National
People’s Congress, China’s
top legislature, in March in
Beijing.

A major task is to reduce
environmenta\ pollution
caused DY agricu\tural
development, and the min-
istry is pmmoting organic

Fnsuring organi
products are authentic

farming in some parts of Zhang Youting, deputy CEO of T o mnmentalprotection.AstheChinese
China, hoping to reduce Organic and Beyond, @ Beijing com- __,.-“ - become more wealthy, they areé also
the use of chemical fertiliz- pany that supplies organic foods, more willing to spend more for
ers for fruits, vegetables talks to Wang Xiaodong Tealthy food-

and tea farming DY more Our main products are fruit, vegeta-

than 50 percent by 2020, elf-discipline isveryimportant

Han says. for organic producers in Chi- o c food such as beef from Austra-
“The organic industry na. Once an enterprise has lia, wine fro; ce and milk from
needs technical support, attained certification for Denmark, and they sell well in China.
which is largely Jacking in organic production, the awarding Some jmported organic food is sold as
China. There {s no ministry pody will conduct inspections once a nonorganic in China because it has not
in charge of prov’\ding tech- year, and theselast foracouple of days. ‘been certified by Chinese authorities.

nical support for the sector, For most of the year, the enterprise is Most of our products are sold to big

cities in developed areas such as the

Jeft alone t0 manage its production
Yangtze River Deltaand the Pearl Riv-

need to be etter equipped and ensure the products aré produce

in terms of aspects such as in an organic way, without the use of er Delta, as the price is several times
jmproved farming meth- synthetic fertilizers and pesticides. L that of nonorganic products. But
ods and fertilizers,” Qiao We have taken many measures to almost all of the products are pro-
says. ensure authenticity of our products. o duced at places far away from these
Moreover, organic Pro- For example, 0N farmland in Beijing’s el regions,which greatly increases trans-
ducers need education SO Shunyi district managed by our com- portation costs.

they will understand the pany, We employ Jocal farmers to grow For example, the production base
industry better, she adds. vegetables, and all fertilizers and pes- = = for organicrice is in Northeast China’s
«Many farmers believe ticides they use are supplied by our Zhang Youting, deputy CEO of Organic and Beyond, says. Heilongjiang province, but the rice i
organicjust equals nouse of company to ensure only organic ones whole process.' " pROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY notsold there- Tthastobe transported
chemical fertilizers or pesti- are used. to cities hundreds of miles away, OF
cides, so they will buy a new The company Tas also assigned twWo even farther, such as Beijing and Tian-
kind of fertilizer from hun- technicians to do inspections and pro- what kinds of fertilizers are used and  as its name, producer and certificate jin, for sale. Loss s also inevitable dur-

but farmers and producers

“We keep @ record of the

dreds of miles away to raisé vide technical guidance to the farmers when weeds are removed. All the number. ing transportation, which will add to
output. However, they fail 1o help them growW in an organic way. information is electronically stored SO ‘We began selling organic products the price.

1o realize that the primary We also maintain connections with  the whole pmduction process can be in 2007 and sales have been increas- A big challenge for the organic
way to develop organic experts from universities and insti- tracked, and if any problems arisewe  ing by an annual rate of about 20 per- industry in China is lack of trust from
farming lies in local man- tutes, such as the Chinese Academyof ~ can find the causes. cent in recent years. Last year, sales consumers. In addition, due to lower
agement of their farms Ag‘r'l(:L\lmral Sciences, and employ Following requirements and regu- volume reached nearly 100 million efficiency in pmduction, the cost of
such as using intercropping some of them as our technical advis-  lations from the Chinese supervision yuan ($14.6 million; 131 million organic food is high, SO many consum-

ers. authorities, We also assign an elec-  euros; £11.56 million). We expect the ers find it t00 expensive. Some Pro-
We keep 2 record of the whole proc- tronic code 10 every product we pro- market to keep o0 expanding, as now  ducers may alsonotbe able to find the
ess of the producting vegetables, duce, so the public can Tave access t0 more Chinese consumers realize the right pesticides, which brings risks of
including when the seeds are grown, information about the product, such jmportance of food safety and envi- faking.

_ the cultivation of at least
two types of plant in close
proximity — o resist wee
and raise yields”
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